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(7) With a limited number of airframes, 

Joint STARS has flown over 55,000 combat 
hours and 900 sorties over Iraq and Afghani-
stan and directly contributed to the dis-
covery of hundreds of Improvised Explosive 
Devices. 

(8) The current engines greatly limit the 
performance of Joint STARS aircraft and are 
the highest cause of maintenance problems 
and mission aborts. 

(9) There is no other current or pro-
grammed aircraft or weapon system that can 
provide the detailed, broad-area ground mov-
ing target indicator (GMTI) and airborne 
battle management support for the 
warfighter that Joint STARS provides. 

(10) With the significant operational sav-
ings that new engines will bring to the Joint 
STARS, re-engining Joint STARS will pay 
for itself by 2017 due to reduced operations, 
sustainment, and fuel costs. 

(11) In December 2002, a JSTARS re- 
engining study determined that re-engining 
provided significant benefits and cost sav-
ings. However, delays in executing the re- 
engining program continue to result in in-
creased costs for the re-engining effort. 

(12) The budget request for the Department 
of Defense for fiscal year 2010 included 
$205,000,000 in Aircraft Procurement, Air 
Force, and $16,000,000 in Research, Develop-
ment, Test, and Evaluation, Air Force for 
Joint STARS re-engining. 

(13) On September 22, 2009, the Department 
of Defense reaffirmed their support for the 
President’s Budget request for Joint STARS 
re-engining. 

(14) On September 30, 2009, The Undersecre-
tary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, 
and Logistics) signed an Acquisition Deci-
sion Memorandum directing that the Air 
Force proceed with the Joint STARS re- 
engining effort, to include expenditure of 
procurement and research, development, 
test, and evaluation funds. 

(b) SENSE OF SENATE.—It is the sense of the 
Senate that— 

(1) Funds for re-engining of the E–8C Joint 
Surveillance Target Attack Radar System 
(Joint STARS) should be appropriated in the 
correct appropriations accounts and in the 
amounts required in fiscal year 2010 to exe-
cute the Joint STARS re-engining system 
design and development program; and 

(2) the Air Force should proceed with cur-
rently planned efforts to re-engine Joint 
STARS aircraft, to include expending both 
procurement and research, development, 
test, and evaluation funds. 

SA 2622. Mr. BROWNBACK submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
to amendment SA 2610 submitted by 
Mr. SESSIONS and intended to be pro-
posed to the bill H.R. 3326, making ap-
propriations for the Department of De-
fense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act for 
the KC–X tanker aircraft replacement pro-
gram may be obligated or expended unless 
the Secretary of the Air Force includes in 
the request for proposals for such program 
penalties for any proposal based on an air-
craft that benefitted from development sub-
sidies identified by the United States Trade 
Representative as illegal. Any penalties so 
imposed on a proposal shall be proportional 
(as determined by the Secretary in consulta-
tion with the United States Trade Rep-
resentative) to the competitive advantage 

the proposal receives due to such illegal de-
velopment subsidies. 

SA 2623. Mr. INOUYE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 3326, making ap-
propriations for the Department of De-
fense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. ll. (a) NATURE OF FULL AND OPEN 
COMPETITION FOR CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED 
SPENDING ITEMS.—Each congressionally di-
rected spending item specified in this Act or 
the report accompanying this Act that is in-
tended for award to a for-profit entity shall 
be subject to acquisition regulations for full 
and open competition on the same basis as 
each spending item intended for a for-profit 
entity that is contained in the budget re-
quest of the President. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—Subsection (a) shall not 
apply to any contract awarded— 

(1) by a means that is required by Federal 
statute, including for a purchase made under 
a mandated preferential program; 

(2) pursuant to the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 631 et seq.); or 

(3) in an amount less than the simplified 
acquisition threshold described in section 
302A(a) of the Federal Property and Adminis-
trative Services Act of 1949 (41 U.S.C. 
252a(a)). 

(c) CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED SPENDING 
ITEM DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘congressionally directed spending item’’ 
means the following: 

(1) A congressionally directed spending 
item, as defined in Rule XLIV of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate. 

(2) A congressional earmark for purposes of 
rule XXI of the House of Representatives. 

f 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The hearing 
will be held on Thursday, October 8, 
2009, at 10 a.m., in room SE–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider the nominations of Marcia K. 
McNutt, to be Director of the United 
States Geological Survey, and Arun 
Majumdar, to be Director of the Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency-En-
ergy, Department of Energy. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, United States 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510–6150, or 
by e-mail to Aman-
dalkelly@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Sam Fowler at (202) 224–7571 or 
Amanda Kelly at (202) 224–6836. 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on October 1, 2009, at 10:30 a.m., in 
room 216 of the Hart Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on October 1, 2009, at 10 a.m., to 
hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Afghanistan’s 
Impact on Pakistan.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on October 1, 2009, at 2:30 p.m., 
to hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Violence 
against Women: Global Costs and Con-
sequences.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on October 1, 2009, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on October 1, 2009, at 9:30 a.m., in 
SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct an executive busi-
ness meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on October 1, 2009, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that a mili-
tary fellow in my office, MAJ John 
Vargas, be granted the privilege of the 
floor for the duration of the debate on 
the fiscal year 2010 Defense appropria-
tions bill. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Andrew 
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